LY LAN'S MOoTHER WAS
ENGAGED To MARRY A
VILLAGE BoYy AT
SIXNTEEN.

BuT SHE MARRIED A
FOREIGNER INSTEAD,
PESPITE THE oRJECT-
IONS oF HER FAMILY
% THE VILLAGE.

LY LAN WAS BoRN
IN 195F IN HER
MOTHER'S VILLAGE
oF BINH NHAM,

HER EARLY cHILD-
HooD WAS SPENT

THERE , GREATLY
INFLUENCED BY
THE VILLAGE
TEACHER DUC

AFTER THE DEATH OF
HER TMOTHER ,THE
FAMILY MoveDd To
CHo LoN ,THE CHINA-
ToulN oF SAIGOoN .,

LAN ATTENDED A
CHINESE PRWATE
ScHoov AT FIRST, ..

BuT SHE WAS A
'"BLACK SHEEP
AtMoNgST THE
IDDLE CLASS
CHINESE YUPPIES.

AFTER A YEAR & A
HALF HER FATHER
SENT HER To VIET-
NAMESE PUBLIC
ScHoolL.

IN 198¢ SHE EARNED
HER BACHELOR'S |N
ENGLISH FrowM THE
TEACHERS COLLEGE
AT THE UNIVERSIHY
OF Ho cHl MINH cITY,

LY LAN FoLLowEeD
THE EYAMPLE oF
TEACHER DUc AND
TAUGHT IN THE
SmALL VILLAGE oF
CAN Gluoc.

:ﬂ

SHE CONTINUEP
TEACHING IN Ho cHI

MINH CITY AT HI g
ScHooLS AND VAN
LANG UNIVERSITY,

ALL THE WHILE
WRITING & PUBLLISH-
ING SHORT SToRIES

LY LAN‘S FIRST
ColLlLECTIoON oF

STorES, SINGING

IN 1997 SHE
SToPPED TEACHING
To FocusS ON HER

¢ ARTICLES, GRASS, sAuUl PRINT WRITING CAREER.
IN 1983,
A
W\
K —
A\

| ‘ '
) e

SHE RECENTWY
RECEIVED HER

M ASTER'S PEGREE
% SERVES AS AN
APJUNCT PRoFESsSOR
AT THE CENTER Fop
EAST ASIAN STUDIES
AT WESTERN
WASHINGteN UNIL~
VERSITY AS WeLL
AS WORKINg oN

A NE W NOVEL.

end.



